
 Eeki (Itshak) Elner – Founder, Israel Leadership Institute 
 

 

Eeki Elner's wide spectrum of public activity in the past 

twenty years includes: leading civil rights struggles, 

promoting social entrepreneurship, training individuals for 

leadership roles, serving in political positions and 

representing Israel worldwide. Elner is an expert in 

leadership development; the Israeli political system; Middle 

Eastern Geo-Politics and Constitutional reforms. 

 

A son of Holocaust survivors, Elner was born Haifa, Israel (1963), and 

developed a passion for social activity at a young age: as National Vice 

President of B'nai-B'rith youth movement, he formed dozens of Hebrew 

classrooms nationwide for Jewish immigrants who fled the Soviet regime 

during the 70's. 

 

Elner fought and was wounded during the First Lebanon War while 

serving out his military duties in an anti-craft missiles-unit at the IDF. He 

later graduated cum laude from Tel Aviv University in political science. 

While studying at the university, he was appointed as communication-

officer to the Israeli Minister of Education. He later served as political 

advisor to the Minister of Environmental Affairs. 

 

In 1997, Elner became the Executive Director of the “Constitution for 

Israel” movement, leading a wide range of public activities to promote 

constitutional reforms and the legislation of a Bill of Rights. For his role 

and leadership during those years, Eeki was named by the media as "one 

of the Fathers of Israel’s Struggle for Freedom of Religious Choice". 

 

In 2006, Elner founded The Israel Leadership Institute, aimed in 

training and developing the future generations of political, civic and 

business leaders for the State. He chose to locate the institute in Sderot, a 

town bordering the Gaza strip that has become a symbol of Israeli 

heroism and Zionist devotion. 
 
Sderot has been attacked by more than 12,000 rockets and missiles 

since 2001. It has become the target of terrorist organizations from Gaza 

and has endured numerous attacks, making the town one of the most 

dangerous places to live in Israel. In setting a personal example Elner 

himself moved from Tel-Aviv to Sderot. 



 
In May 16

th
, 2007, less than a year after moving to Sderot, Elner faced 

that danger when a missile hit his home directly. Elner did not allow 

the attack to disturb his plans or detour his purpose: At the beginning 

of 2008, the first class session of the Israel Leadership Institute (ILI) 

commenced. 

 

As the founder and executive director of the ILI, Elner has recruited 

some of Israel’s most distinguished scholars, retired IDF generals, and 

public figures to serve as board members and faculty staff. The 

Institute is the only one of its kind in Israel, developing leadership 

skills and entrepreneurship tools based on strong Zionist and Biblical 

vision. 

 

Since moving to Sderot, Elner has served as a Special Envoy for the 

Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs in representing the region abroad 

and delivering the message of struggle against terrorism.  

He represents Israel in many international panels and conferences 

globally and was a guest speaker at the AIPAC annual conference 

2012, in Washington. 
 

Dozens of international, political and business leaders have visited the 

Israel Leadership Institute to meet with Eeki, and tour the Sderot-region 

including: (at that time) Senator Barack Obama, former Governor Mitt 

Romney, as well as an extensive list of U.S. House Congressional 

Members and Senators. 
 
 

Speaking at the AIPAC Annual conference 2010 in Washington D.C., 

former House Majority leader, Congressman Steny Hoyer, spoke of his 

visit to Israel and dedicated the following to Elner:  

"In Sderot, I spoke with Eeki Elner.  After the rockets began falling on 

Sderot—he moved there. After one crashed through his roof, he stayed, 

because there is no purer resistance than living everyday in proud 

defiance of fear. Eeki Elner is why I know in my heart that Israel will 

live, and endure, and have peace. And in the words of Abba Eban, has 

given nationhood its deepest significance and its most enduring grace." 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact:  eeki@israeleader.org 

 

Website: www.israeleader.org 

 

http://www.israeleader.org/

