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As a pioneer, leader and protector of the land, Major General Eyal 
Ben-Reuven's life has been a reflection of Israel's major challenges 
and many faces.  
In one of the hardest moments in his life, he survived a battle in the 
Yom-Kippur War, when his platoon was completely destroyed by 

Egyptian tanks. Ben-Reuven was the only soldier to remain alive except for one 
other wounded comrad. Surrounded by dozens of enemy soldiers, Ben Reuven 
guarded the life of his fellow soldier through a dark and dangerous night until they 
were evacuated and linked to another Israeli fighting unit the next morning.  With 
not much time to recover, the 19 year old tank fighter was sent to join another unit 
at the Golan Heights. Fighting fiercefully, he demonstrated the highest level of 
heroism against the Syrians. For his actions and outstanding courage, he was 
decorated after the war. 
More than 35 years later, when Ben-Reuven retired from service, at the rank of 
Major General (second only to the Chief of Staff), he served in almost every possible 
position in the IDF and gained many more decorations for his roles as a fighter, a 
successful commander and trainer of future officers. 
 
Born in 1954, Ben Reuven's parents were pioneers who along side thousands of 
Jews, settled the land. They were active in the struggle for the independence of 
Israel and fulfilling the Zionist vision. 
A lover of music, Ben Reuven played the guitar and the piano and was hoping to 
become a professional musician. But the Yom Kippur War changed his life. After 
concluding his three years mandatory service, during which he fought in the war, he 
was asked to continue in service and was trained to become an officer. 
When the first Lebanon War broke (1982), Ben-Reuven led his soldiers as a battalion  
commander. Later he served as a brigade commander (1986-1993). After studying 
and graduating at the Carlisle Army War College (Pennsylvania), he created and 
took command of the first digitized division of the IDF. 
 
In 1999, Ben-Reuven became Head of Staff of the IDF's Field Corps and led a major 
reform in the ground-forces, creating a modern and efficient structure existing to 
this day. 
 
Ben-Reuven was also involved in initiating some of the most advanced leadership 
training programs for the IDF. Between the years 2000-2006, he was Head of 
Military-Colleges, under which three top colleges operate: The National Defense 
College; The Staff College and The College for Tactical Command.  
 
 



As the Second Lebanon War broke (2006), Ben-Reuven was assigned Commander of 
the North Corps. After the war, MG Ben Reuven retired from service in 2007 and has 
continues to serve in the reserve forces, in the position of Deputy Commander of 
the Northern Front of the IDF. 
 
In his civil roles since, Ben-Reuven serves as Chairman of the Steering-Committee of 
the Israel Leadership Institute (ILI), where his leadership, experience and wide 
knowledge are essential in training future leaders for Israel. Ben-Reuven is also 
involved at of the "Israeli Missing Soldiers Fellowship" which gathers and acquires 
intelligence regarding other missing soldiers. In all his roles, Ben-Reuven contributes 
his expertise, knowledge and experience voluntarily. 
 
Ben-Reuven founded and heads a management and consulting company.  
His academic qualifications include Political Science (B.A.) and Defense Studies 
(M.A.), from Haifa University.   
 
 
 
 
 
For contact: ben.reuven@israeleader.org   
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